» Theperiod covered by the taxes. Thisis
usually the fiscal year of the taxing district.

» When, where and how payments are to
be made.

» Thename and address of the tax collect-
ing officer.

» Theinterest and penalties for not paying
thetaxeson time.

» |If you pay your taxes directly, instead of
using an escrow account, you may be interested
in a statement on the tax bill that says, “If you
wish to receive areceipt for payment of this tax
bill, place an ‘x’ in thisbox ()". Most people
rely on a canceled check as proof that they
made a payment. However, if you want a re-
ceipt, you have aright to receive one.

» Explanations of any abbreviations or
technical terms used in the statement of taxes.
Thiswill be aguide to some of the items on the
bill that may be difficult to understand.

> |If school district taxes areincluded in the
statement, the school district code established
by the New York State Department of Taxation
and Finance.

» On school tax bills, a statement to the ef-
fect that: “Your tax savings this year result-
ing from the New York State School Tax Re-
lief (STAR) Program is $xxxx.xx.” This ap-
plies only where a STAR exemption has been
granted.

If you have any questions or concerns about your
assessment, full value indicated for your property,
or the uniform percentage indicated, call your local
Assessor. If still dissatisfied, you can file aformal
grievance.

You also can obtain information from your County
Director of Real Property Tax Services.

If you fed areassessment of your community isin
order, you can contact your town board or city
council to express your views.
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The Property Taxpayer’'s Bill of Rights was
designed to help you better understand the in-
formation contained on all your property tax
bills.

Property tax bills show important items such as
the full market value of each property and the
uniform percentage that the assessor is applying
to all properties to determine their assessment.
This information, required since 1998, should
help you to determine if your assessment is fair
or not. Also, more information about how tax
amounts are calculated and how tax levies
change from year to year is available.

If you pay your property taxes through an escrow
account, you will receive receipts, rather than tax
bills, that include the Bill of Rights information.

Assessment-related information included un-
der the Property Taxpayer’sBill of Rights:

» TheFull Value of the parcel as determined
by the Assessor. This is the assessor’s opinion
of your parcel’s current market value.

» The Uniform Percentage of Value a
which parcels are assessed. Assessments must
be made a the same percentage of market
value for al property in the assessing unit
(except for Nassau County and New Y ork City,
where a separate percentage is applied to each
of four classes of property). The uniform per-
centage of value can be used by a property
owner as support in a court proceeding to chal-
lenge an assessment.

» The Total Assessed Value of the parcel.
Thisis the starting point for setting the amount
on which your tax is based. At this point, any
exemptions have not been deducted.

With the three items above, and knowledge of
what your property is worth, you can determine
if you are being treated fairly. For example,
let’s take the hypothetical case of a residential
property owned by Mr. and Mrs. Smith in a cer-
tain town.

The new tax bill lists the full value of the prop-
erty as $100,000, the town’s_uniform percentage
of value as 50 percent, and the assessed value
on the assessment roll as $50,000. The assessed
value should be arrived at by multiplying the
full value by the uniform percentage.

The Smiths, however, have evidence that their
property is worth $85,000. Since their property
is supposed to be assessed at the town’s uniform
percentage of 50, they multiply $85,000 by 50
percent and get $42,500. This is what they be-
lieve their property’s assessed value should be,
approximately, and what they should be paying
taxes on -- not the $50,000 listed on the town’s
assessment roll. The Smiths should talk to their
assessor as to why there is a difference.

» An explanation of the assessment re-
view process. This could be sent with the bill
or statement, or sent separately. This will ex-
plain what to do if you do not agree with your
assessment, after discussing it with the asses-
sor. Detailed procedures on how to file a
complaint are aso available on the Office of
Real Property Services web site: www.orps.
state.ny.us

By the time you receive your tax bill, it will be
too late to file a complaint against the assess-
ment on which your bill was based. Y ou should
still contact your assessor to discuss your con-
cerns

Additional information contained on the
property tax bills:

» Mailing address of the owner.

» A description to let the owner know
which piece of property is covered by the
bill.

» The amount of taxes due, aswell asthe
data used to caculate the amount of taxes
due. Thiswould include;

¢ The assessed value of the exemptions ap-
plied to the parcel for each taxing pur-
pose. This is the amount deducted from
the total assessed value of the property
because of any exemptions you may be
receiving.

¢ The taxable assessed value of the parcel
for each taxing purpose. This is the
amount that the taxes are based on. Tax-
ing purpose means the type of tax, such
astown, county, school, etc.

e The tax rate for each taxing purpose.
This is an amount, usualy shown in dol-
lars per thousand of valuation (for exam-
ple, $50/$1,000 assessed value). It is
used to calculate your tax.

Tax rate x Taxable Assessed Value = Tax Amount
1000

» The total amount of taxes levied for
each taxing purpose, and the percentage in-
crease or decrease from the previous year.
Thetax levy isthe total amount of taxesto be
raised from all of the property ownersin that
taxing district. The percentage increase or
decrease shows how much it has gone up or
down since the previous year.



